
HOUSE OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS—



DUNWICH.

BY V. B. REDSTONE.

The religious and military order of Knights
Templars was founded in 1118 by some of the French
crusaders for the purpose of protecting pilgrims to
the Holy Land. Their house was built on the site of
Solomon's Temple, whence they were called Knights
of the Temple. They were bound by a vow of poverty,
celibacy and obedience. Donations of considerable
amount poured into their coffers. They became the
richest order in the world.

Expelled from Jerusalem they. dispersed them-
selves over the different countries of Europe, and
greatly increased their wealth and importance. The
Order was suppressed first in France, and afterwards
by Edward II. in England, 1312.

- Little has been written of the Temples erected
by this order in Suffolk. In the most recent account
of Religious Houses in this county(a) mention is made
only of the Temple of Dunwich. From the public
records of the suppression of the Order it is seen that
besides the House at Dunwich, there were Temples
at Togrind, near Cavendish, and at Icklingham. The
existence of that at Icklingham is still preserved by
the name of Temple Bridge„ The site of this house
was. of sufficient importance to form, as late as 1689,
" the parish of Saint Manes seat of one gentleman.")

Victoria County History. Suffolk Vol. ii., p. 120.
Adams, Index of Parishcs in England and Wales, pub. 1689, 3. 185.
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A Simon de Heyfford is mentioned as Warden of
the Temple of Togrind, 10th November, 1312, and
'of the Temple of Gislyngham (? Icklingham).0

The Temple at Dunwich, the site of which is now
a hidden mound, rising within the enclosed grounds
of Captain Miles Barne, was the most important of
the houses of the Knights Templars in Suffolk. At
the inquisition made upon the suppression of the
house') a charter, dated 1185, was shown granting to
the Knights Templars of Dunwich, as the gift of the
King, a messuage and windmill in the tenure of John ,
de Cove.

The following information is taken from the
earlier of two rentals(4 giving a full account of the
wealth and furniture of- the Dunwich Temple at the
time when it was seized by the King, .10 Mar. 1 Edw.ii.
The roll is headed :—

The Chapel of Dunwich with the hamlet of Dingele.
The accounts of Thomas de Omero, Sheriff of Norfolk
and Suffolk.

Rents. 33s. 5d. from Dunwich ; 6s. 9d. from the
part of WestletOn belonging to Dingele ; 71s. 9d.
oblations, small tithes, etc:; 8s. Od. for 2 qrs. of malt
Sold. ; Os. 6d. for .2 horses, 1 ox, 4 pigs, 1 last of
herrings, 20 -cheeses, 1 piece of wax, 1 old cart, 1
hussiao (an ecclesiastical tunic reaching to the ankles).

Wages and payments. The Carter 1-4d. a day.
The Warden of the place, 10 Jan.-29 Sept., 37 wks.
3 dys., 28s. Od. at 9d. a week. To Richard Osmunde,
chaplain, for his diet such as he was wont to enjoy

Ministers' Accts., 5-6, Edw. II., Bund. 1006, No. 30, P.R.O.
Misc. Knights Templars, Bund. 18, m. 3. P.R.O.
10 Mar-29 Sep., 1308, P.R.O.

.(f) Hussia or housia, originally housse, c.f. housing, a covering for a
horse ; or does the word refer to a wine-barrel ? See J H. Round's " The
King's Serjeants," p. 177, pub: 1911.
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at the board ,of the Brethren in the Temple when
dwelling there before the King seized the land,'
10 Mar. 1 Edw. ii-29 Sept., 199 days, the first and
last inclusive, at 3d. a day ; to the chaplain who cele-
brated in the said chapel, 11 Jan.-29 Sept: 263 days,
43s. 8d. at 2d. a day ; and his clerk celebrating in the
same chapel, 6s. 3d. at 2d. a week. -

Goods. 1 gold cup-20s.; 1 mazer 5s. 4d.; 3 feet
of silver cups mark ;•35 gold florins value £4 7s. 6d.
price of a florM2s. 6d.; 7 gold rings 7s.; 2 gold clasps
5s.; 17 clasps of silver 15s.; money found in 4 pouches
£111 14s. 61d. which Robert de Suffield,(g)parson of
Brampton Church says he was able to take care of ;
1 pair of plates 2s.; 1 pair 'mustelerso) 3s.; 1 shilling
in silver 12d.; 1 mattress 6d.; 4 score and 19 lambs
49s. 6d.; 1 great chest and 1 small chest with 8 bulle '
and 1 pix with King's protection not valued ; 1 pair
of organs 12d.; 4 vestments whole 29s. 8d. ; 1 cross
plated with silver, 18d.; 1 chalice of gold 16s.; 1
old chalice 3s.; 1 new missal for use, 12d., 1 ' porti-
forium ' 1 mark, 1 gradal 18d.; 2 legenda ' 3s.; 2

antiphonarium ' new, 12d.; ,1 small chest with relics
of saints, and another small chest with other relics,
1 pix with Eucharist (sic); 1 piece of wax, 12d.; 2
last and 1000 herrings £4 4s. Timber 1 rriark ;
Norman stone from the quarry 1 mark ; 2 old carts,
with apparatus for 3 horses, 10s.; 20 cheeses, 2s. 6d.;
1 crossbow, 8d.; 1 pain ' and 1 basin, 20d., 2 jars,
1 plate, 1 posnet, 7s.; 1 lead and other utensils for
brewing, 1 blip, 10 boards, 10d.; 1 small pig, 10d.;
1 quarter of an ox 12d.

Stock. 1 lamb received from a certain stranger
as an oblation.

Not mentioned by Suckling in list of Brampton rectors, Vol. II.,

P. 188.
Wine jars.
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For more than four years the Temple of Dunwich
remained in the King's hands. It will be interesting
to compare the above valuation with the returns to
the Exchequer by the Warden of the Temple, 10 Nov:
5 Ed. II. (1311).(i)

Rents. 33s. 5/-d. from houses in Dunwich. 21s.
10 from houses in Dingele and district.

Oblations. £4 16s.. 4th at the chapel in wax,
pence and other offerings.

Herrings. 4s. 2d. for 1000 white herring sold at
5d. a.100, received from diverse families.

Garden and arable land at Dunwich.
Herbage. Meadow in Dunwich 18d., 24s. 4d-

froM24 acres of land and 20 acres of marsh in Dingele,
and 10d. from a marsh in Westleton.

Market. Leet of Northales 12d. Lete of Dun-
wich, 9d.

EXPENSES.
Rents. To the King's bailiff in Dunwich, 16s.8d.;

to Angustine de la Faleyse for a house in Westleton
4s. 7d.

W arden of the Temple. For recovering the Temple
chapel with reeds, 2s. 6d.

Houses. Repairs 8d.

Tithes. Collecting tithe's by cart in Dingle, 3s.;
,shoes for men, 2s.

Chaplain. 1 chaplain for a whole year's service,
66s. 8d., and to a clerk in the same chapel, 8s. 4d.,
viz., 2d. each week.

(i) Ministers' Accounts, 5-6 Edw. II., Bundle 1006, No. 30 P.R.0'
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Wages. Richard Osmond, chaplain, 29 Sept-
26 juhe, on which day he died, for 269 days, 67s. 4d.,
taking daily 3d. by the King's writ ; for his robe at
Christmas, 20s. which he had been accustomed to
receive from the Brethren.

CONTENTS OF THE CHAPEL.

Goods, etc. 1 iron ' careas ' 5s., 1 table, 2 planks,
2s.; 1 chest for towels, 12d.;, 1 pair of organs, 12d.;
3 vestments, 40s.; 1 new chalice 26s. 8d.; 1 broken
chalice,6s. 8d.; 1 missal, 20s.; 1 portiphorium 26s.8d.;
1 gradal, 5s.; 1 ' troparium,'(') 2s.; 2 legends 13s. 4d.;
1 new missal for use, 2s.; 1 new antiphonarium for
use, 5s.; 2 small books, 3s.; 1 cross covered with
silver, 3s. 4d. ; 1 feretrum 4-mark, 1 feretrum for
relics of no value and for the relicsin the said feretrum,
value unknown, received from the former Warden,
John de Medefield.

After the Wardenship of Simon de Heyfford,o
the office was given in 1313 to John de Eggemere,
who as Warden was Ordered by the crown to pay to
the Bishop of Norwich the arrears of wages due to
Robert de Spaunton, and John Coffyn, Templars
assigned to the Bishop to put in certain monasteries
to do penance, to wit 4d. a day for each. These two
men were probably recent Brethren of the Dunwich
Temple. Later, the Dunwich property was trans-
ferred to the Knights Hospitallers, and the site was
known as the Hospital.

When Dunwich was fermed for the King, 1425—
1436, entries were made in the town rental(m)'of the
annual payment of 11s. 6d. by the Master of the
Temple for lands and houses held in the town. In

(k) A book containing ecclesiastical chants, or tropes.
(1) Close Roll, 7 Edw. II., m. 15. •
(m) Rentals and Surveys, P.R.O., 5-16 Hen. VI., Roll 886.
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many pre-Reformation wills bequests are Mentioned
as given to the Temple of the Blessed Virgin Mary
in Dunwich.(n)

Weever, writing in 1631,0) describes the chapel as
having been a .fine building with a vaulted nave and
lead-covered aisles.' It stood in Middlegate Street,
about, 55 rods from All. Saints' Church. After the
dissolution of religious houses under Henry VIII.,
the Temple and its lands were held- by the crown,
and granted in 1562 to Thomas Andrews.

Will of Margaret Meltun of Dunwich, 1463, Ips. Probate Office.
Weever, Funeral Monuments, 719.



GENERAL INDEX TO VOL. XIV.

Indexes have been already supplied to the " Calendar of Exchequer

Depositions " (Part I., pp. 51-56), and to the " Pedigrees," and the " Church

Notes," and the " Armory " in the Blois M.S.S. (Part II. pp. 158-167 ;
173-177 ; 184-226). The following Index is an Index to all other contents

of Volume XIV., except that the names of fields in the " Bailiffs Roll of the

Manor of Lawshall " have not been' included.

Names of persons 'have been entered alphabetically without taking the
prefixes " de, " le," and " atte " into account.

•

A,

Acquietancia, 126
Acre, Joan of, 109
Aelvera, Countess, 99
Aldeburgh, 243, 248
Almack, Henry H., 286
Alpheton, Camp at, 305
Andrey, Peter, 137
Anglo- axon Brooch, Ornaments,

etc., 1-5 .
Annunciation, fresco of, 57 ; chapel

of, 108
Anstruther, Captain Jas. H. Lloyd,

303
Anti-Chirst, picture of, 277
Arblaster, James, 257 •
Armory (in Blois MSS.), 178, Index,

184
Arreragia, 114
Assy, William, 135, 136, 137, 141 ;

John' 144 .
Auca, 131 .

Bantyng, Robert, 107
Barber, William, 106
Barker, H. R., Pt. i., xv. .
Barker, General Sir George Digby,

109
Bateman, Lady, 237 ,
Bateman-Hanbury, Hon. A. Rosa-

mund, 227

Batteres,-Alice, 106
Bantyng, Robert, 107
Barduff, William, 254
Bay, St., 311, 319
Bene, Thomas, 107
Bensley, Dr. W. T., Pt. i., p. xv.
Benteley, John, 257
Berton, Simon de, 107
Bird, John, 135
Blithburgh, 316
Blois MSS., '147, 153, 168
Bolebrook, William, 136
Borhamgate, 106
Boteville' Almeric de, 257
Botolph, St., 316
Boxford, 104

•Bramfield, 318
Bray, John, 106, 107
Brightzeue, Hugo, 135, 136 ;

Johanna, 136
Bristol, Marchioness of, 57
Bristol, Marquis of, (Patron) Pt.

2, x.
Brodock, Simon, 256
Brok, Edward, 256
Brome Hall, 227, 230, 233 ; Church,

235
Buk, Hugh le, 257.; William le
Bukton, Robert, 257
Bullen, R. F., 56
Burrell, Robert, Pt. 2, x.
Bury St. EdmUnds Abbey, Stained

glass window at, 275 -
Bury, of St. Gregory, 99
Burys, John de, 109
Butley, Earthworks near; 69

F
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Caldwell, John, 141
Calthorpe, Francis, 256
Cartere, Simon, 145
Castles, 252
Catherine, St., 316
Chalowner, Peter, 445, 146
Champston, Richard, 256
Chaucer, 101
Church Notes (Index), 173
Clare, 91 ; Priory, 108 ; Richard

de, 108 ; Gilbert de, 108 ; Eliza-
. beth de, 109

Clerk, Simon le, 107
Cley-next-the-Sea, 288
Cloth Industry, 99, 104
Clothiers, 99 ; Records, 105
Coins, 246
Copinger, Dr. W. A., Pt. 1, xiv.
Coppidhook, John 137
Corder, J. S., 294
Coinwallis, Sir Thomas, 229 ; John,

.228 ; Sir William, 230 ; Lady
Anne, 230 ; Earl, 232 ; Mar-
quis, 232

Crane, Robert, 256
Cressener, Wm.', 108
Crispin, Hesilia, 253
.Culford Hall, 231
Cullum, Alderman, 283
Cullum Letters, 280
Cullum, Rev. Sir John, Bart.,

F.R.S., F.S.A., 269, 280
Cullum, Sir Thomas, Bart., 269, 284
Custumarii, 117

Darre, Nicholas, 101 ; Robert, 101;
Roger, 107.

Deans, 325
Perham, Cicely, 106 •
Deyer, Walter, 107
Dobbes, John,.107 ; Thomas, 108
Drury, Sir William, 108
Dunwich, 259, 317, 332-7
Duleep Singh, H.H. Prince Freder-
. ick, Pt. 4, x.

E.

Earthworks, 69, 305
Edmund, Abbot of Ramsey, 134
Edwardeston, Symon •de, 107

Ellis, H. D., 287
Elmham North, 312
Elmham South, 310, 311, 313, 314;

Deanery, 323
Edward, Robert, 135, 137
Exchequer Depositions, 9
Eye, Castle, 249 ; Red Book of,

259 ; District, 261,; Nicholas de
Eyre, Radulfus de, 142 ; John, 276,

Fabian, John, 292
Farrer, Rev. Edmund, 147
Fastolf, Thomas, 256
Felix, St., 260
Fellow, Richard, 256
Fene, Robert, 286
Flemish Weavers, 103
Fonts, East Anglian, 291
Forman, William, 134
Fresco, 57
Friars, 108
Fuller, Michael le, '107 ;. John, 134
Fullardi Robert, 257 ; Walfer, 257
Fursey, St., 260 •

Ganz, Charles, 243
Garnyshe, Robert, 256
Gerdere; John le, 107
Geney, William' 256
Geyton, John, 135, 140, 141..
.Glanvill, Bartholomew de, 254
Glowshopp, Thomas, 256
Glemsford, 104
Godyng, William , 135
Golding, Hugh, 100
Gray, H. St. George, 69
Grimston, Charles, 298
Grove, Robert atte, 136
Gurdon, Sir W. Brampton, pt. 1,

xiv.

Hangard, Michael; 107
Haningfeld, William, 139
Hardwick House, Pt. 2, xx., 267;.-

280
Harris, Rev. Harold A., Pt. 2, x.,

249; 264, 267, 280, 288
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Hawstead Place, 268
Hebbe, John, 135, 137
Hereward, John, 135, 137
Hervey, Rev. Lord Manners W.,

Pt. 1, xv.
Hervey, of Playford, 101
HeVeningham, Sir John, 108
Hintlesham Hall, 294, 308 ; Church,.

, 297, 308
Holdelym, John,, 107
Holden, J. Sinclair, Dr., 6, 305
Hoppton, Arthur, 256
Horse, 66
Howe, E. R. J. G., Pt., 2, x.
Hoxne, 1 •' Priory Farm, 262, 266
Hubbard, Walter, 256
Huewet, Master, 256
Hussia, 333
Hycche, Robert, 106

Icklingham, 332
Ickworth Church, 57

. Iconotypicon Buriense, 275
Illeye, Nicholas de, 107
Ipswich, Port Books, 238
Italian Weavers, 103

Jate, John, 135 •
Jerningham, John, 256
Jermy, Sir John, 314
Jermyn, .St., 316

Kerrison family, 236
Keys, 308
King, Alice, 134 ; John, 135, 136
Knights Templars, 332
Knyff, Deryk, 292
Knyvet, John, 107

Lavenham, 104
Lawshall, Manor Roll, 111
Layard, Nina F., 59
Leffone, William, 107
Library, value of, Pt. 1, xix 


Lloyd family, 303
Lloyd, Sir Richard, 302
Locks, 308
Long Melford, 91, 104, 286
Low, Dr. Chas. W., Pt. 1, xv., 1 ;

Pt. 2, x.
Luffy, Richard, 106
Lyston, William, 256 _

M

Maldoneslane, 106.
Malet, William, 252 ; Robert, 254
Mammoth, 66
Marchal, Henry, 106
Mariola, 131
Maynard, John, 107
Melford, see Long Melford
.Melne, Thomas atte, 107
Mendlesham, 288
Metfield, 314
Miller, Adam, 136
Milner-Gibson-Cullum, Gery (Presi-

dent) Pt. 2, 'xi., 267
Milner-Gibson, Rt. Hon. Thomas,

269
Milnere, Thomas, 141
Moats, 265
Morewood, Roger de, 255
Motte, John, 116, 135, 141
Mower, Thomas, 136
•Muskett, J. J.,.Pt. 1, xiv.

Naunton, William, 257 '
Nayland, 104
Nunne, John, 256

0

Ode, John de, 107
Oger, Sherif, 254
Old Minster, 310, 311
Orford, Church, 289 ; Manor, 254 ;

Castle, 254 •

Palxolithic, Bed, 6 ; Implements,
60, 64, 68

Paston, Magister, 257 •
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Peartie, John, 106
Pedigrees (Index), 158
Peek, Robert, 135 ; Sara, 137 ;

John, 137
Pelham, John, 138
Penances, 314, 329, 330,. 331
Peterborough, 110
Petronilla, St., 273
Peynton, Richard, 107
Peyton, Thomas de, 107
Pie Powder Court, 257
Pikenot, Robert, 254
Plasshe, Wm., 107
Platimore, 244
Pleistocene Mammals, 59 ; Horse,

66-8
Poltering for a Galloona, 243
Portrose, JoMI, 107
Powys, Richard, 301
Prentys (Prentiz), John, 107, 114,

136, 141
Pride, John, 107

Quarterium, 117, 118
Quintin, Sayenna de, 101
Qui ttance (Acquie tanci a) , 126, 138

Ramsey, Abbey of; III
Red Book of Eye, 259
Redfern, W. B.
Redstone, _Lilian' J., 267, 294
Redstone, V. B., 99, 238, 280; 319,

323, 332
Redyngfield, Thomas, 256
Regrators, 106
Ricoun, Richard, 136, 140; John,

140 ; Stephen, 140
Robert, William, 137
Roman Remains, 268, 306
Rous, Anthony, 256
Rumburgh, 310, 311, 319
Ryan, Sir Gerald, 294
Ryshton, Gilbert de, 255

S.

Sadeler, Adam le, 107
Saint Quintin, Robert de, 100 ;

John de, 100
Sakewell, Humphrey, 256

Salter, \Vm., 107 ; Peter le, 107
Sancroft, 313
Saunders, H. W., Ill
Saxmundham, 289
Schirlot, Henry, 107
Scothoo, Nicholas, 141
Sekeforth, Magester, 257
Sewale, Hugh, 107
Shepherd, Thomas, 117, 136
Sigismund, St., 316
Smeyt, John le, 107
Smyth (Smith), Simon, 115, 122,
134, 141
Southwold, 315
Sparham, Thomas de, 107
Spencer, John, 101
Spindle Whorl, 79
Spoons, 290, 292, 293,
Spurs, 308
Stansby, John, 103
Staverton, 70, 76, 78
Stillgo, John, 257
Stokes, Ethel, 105
Sudbury, 91 ; St. Peter's Church,

94 ; All Saints' Church, 95 ;
Records, 105

Sudbury, Simon. of, 101
Sudbury Clothiers, 99, 104
Suffolk Family Pedigrees, 152

T

Tebaud=Theobald, q.v..
Thachere, Joan, 106
Theobald, Nigel, 101 ; Robert, 101;

Simon
Thorndon Church, 264
Thorpeness finds, 243
- Timperley, family of, 295-6
Tinwerley, Thomas, 294
Togood, William, 137, 141
Togrind, 332, 333 .
Tokeville, John de, 256
Toppysfield, Joan, 257
Tybokl, Adam, 102

U

Underwood, John, 136

V

Valuation of Library, Pt. 1, xix.
Vincent, St., 108
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Waldegrave, Walter, 116, 135, 140
Warde, Thomas, 107
Warren, Rev. F. E., 259
Watelook, Robert, 136
Wayman, H. W. B., gifts of, Pt. 1,

xv. xix.
Webbe, Hugh le, 107
Wimar, Chaplain, 254
Wingfield, Anthony, 256, 257 ;

Robert, 257
Wissett, St. Andrew, 310
Wodehouse, 290; 291

Wodewose, 287
Wobden figures at Hoxne, 262, 266
Woolmoners, 100
Wright, John, 135, 136-; Simon,

136, 137
Wyndham, Edmund, 257
Wyngfeld, Sir John, 256 ; Arthur,

256
Wyrlewarlelane, 106

YaXley, Richard, 256


